
Instructions – PLEASE READ CAREFULLY!!!
This file contains the documents that comprise Liberty Township's agricultural 
exemption package. Besides this instruction sheet, there are three documents 
altogether.
The first one is the Declaration of Use for Agricultural Purposes. This one must be 
filled out completely and signed by the property owner. (I cannot accept these 
with a contractor's signature.) Along with this form, I will need a simple site plan 
showing the location of the proposed new structure.
The last two documents are copies of sections of the Ohio Revised Code which I 
am required to provide to you. These are for informational purposes only; they do 
not have to be returned with your exemption request.
Once I have accepted the completed documents, the property owner may be 
essentially exempt from Liberty Township zoning regulations for the purpose of 
building or using the single structure described in the application. The owner may 
still face requirements from other agencies at the county or state level. I will 
forward a copy of the completed documents to the Union County Engineer’s Office
for their records.
I know this is a bit complicated. If you have any questions, please don't hesitate to
call or write.
-- 
Terry Turner | Liberty Township Zoning Inspector | PO Box 122, Raymond, OH 
43067 | (937) 303-2028 | liberty.township.zoning@gmail.com



DECLARATION OF USE FOR AGRICULTURAL PURPOSES
LIBERTY TOWNSHIP, UNION COUNTY, OHIO

The purpose of this form is to assist the Township to administer the Zoning Resolution 
within the authority allowed under Ohio Revised Code (“ORC”) Section 519. The Township 
has broad authority to regulate many aspects of land use by zoning, but ORC 519.21 
limits the authority of townships to regulate the use of land for agricultural purposes or 
the construction or use of buildings or structures incident to the use for agricultural 
purposes of the land on which such buildings or structures are located. Copies of both 
ORC 519.01 and 519.21 are included with this form.

Subject to certain “carve outs” that permit limited zoning regulations, ORC 519.21(A) 
states that “sections 519.02 to 519.25 of the Revised Code confer no power on any 
township zoning commission, board of township trustees, or board of zoning appeals to 
prohibit the use of any land for agricultural purposes or the construction or use of 
buildings or structures incident to the use for agricultural purposes of the land on which 
such buildings or structures are located, including buildings or structures that are used 
primarily for vinting and selling wine and that are located on land any part of which is 
used for viticulture, and no zoning certificate shall be required for any such building or 
structure.”

ORC 519.21(C)(4) authorizes a township to apply limited zoning regulations to agritourism
activities and buildings or structures incident to the agritourism use.

ORC 519.01 defines “agriculture” to include “farming; ranching; algaculture (meaning the
farming of algae); aquaculture; apiculture; horticulture; viticulture; animal husbandry, 
including, but not limited to, the care and raising of livestock, equine, and fur-bearing 
animals; poultry husbandry and the production of poultry and poultry products; dairy 
production; the production of field crops, tobacco, fruits, vegetables, nursery stock, 
ornamental shrubs, ornamental trees, flowers, sod, or mushrooms; timber; pasturage; 
any combination of the foregoing; and the processing, drying, storage, and marketing of 
agricultural products when those activities are conducted in conjunction with, but are 
secondary to, such husbandry or production.”

The information you provide in this Declaration of Use for Agricultural Purposes will assist 
the Township in determining whether and/or what zoning regulations apply.

1. Subdivision Name (if applicable) ___________________________________________

Lot or Parcel Number ______________________________________________________

Street Address _____________________________________________________________

City ________________________________________________________________________

2. Owner Information:

Name of Owner ____________________________________________________________

Mailing Address ____________________________________________________________

City ___________________________________________ Zip ________________________



Phone Number (primary) ___________________________________________________

Email Address ______________________________________________________________

3. Existing Use ________________________________________________________________

Zoning District _____________________________________________________________

4. Proposed Use ______________________________________________________________

5. Dimensions of Proposed Buildings and/or Structures (in feet)

Length _________________ Width __________________ Height __________________

Gross Horizontal Area of Each Floor ________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

6. Yard Dimensions (Setbacks) (in feet)

Front _______________________________ Rear _________________________________

Sides ______________/______________ Sum of Side Yards ______________________

7. Agricultural Purposes (Check all that apply):

[ ] Algaculture [ ] Animal Husbandry [ ] Apiculture [ ] Aquaculture

[ ] Dairy Production [ ] Farming      [ ] Horticulture     [ ] Pasturage

[ ] Poultry Husbandry [ ] Ranching        [ ] Timber    [ ] Viticulture

[ ] Production of field crops, tobacco, fruits, vegetables, nursery stock, 
ornamental shrubs, ornamental trees, flowers, sod, or mushrooms

[ ] Processing, drying, storage, and marketing of agricultural products when 
those activities are conducted in conjunction with, but are secondary to, 
such husbandry or production

[ ] The construction or use of the proposed buildings or structures 
referenced above are incident to the use for agricultural purposes of the 
land on which such proposed buildings or structures are located.

8. Agritourism Use/Activity (Complete if relevant.) (You may attach separate
pages if necessary.) 

Describe the planned agritourism activities:

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________



Describe how the proposed agritourism acitivities are related to the 
agricultural activities at this location:

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

I have the authority to file this Declaration, and I further certify that the information 
contained herein and all attachments are correct to my best knowledge. I acknowledge 
that a change in use requires notice to the Township Zoning Inspector and other local 
authorities, and proper permits may be required. Further, I have received a copy of ORC 
Sections 519.01 and 519.21 regarding township zoning and agriculture.

NOTE: This Declaration is for zoning purposes only. Permits or notice may be 
required by other authorities including, but not limited to, the local Building 
Department, Health Department, Fire Department, and/or Auditor’s Office.

Signature ________________________________________ Date ________________________

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------DO NOT WRITE BELOW THIS LINE-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

For Official Use Only

Date Received _________________________________________

Comments ______________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

Zoning Officer _______________________________________ Date ____________________








